
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Louise Arbour
OHCHR, Palais de Nations
8-14 Avenue de la Paix
CH-1211 Geneva 10 / Switzerland

Email: larbour@ohchr.org - ccanessa@ohchr.org -  tb-petitions@ohchr.org
Fax: +41 22 917 9022


Appeal to hold a special session of the Human Rights Council and to put pressure on the Chinese government to admit a fact-finding mission to all Tibetan areas in the People’s Republic of China.

Dear Madam,
In Tibet a large-scale genocide is taking place, whilst China is trying to wipe out all evidence and keep the international community ignorant of the happenings in Tibet.
Various facts and figures given by the different sources have been meticulously examined and tallied with each other. After having done this, is can be confirmed that up to 25 April the actual figure for the number of dead is 203, the number of injured is more than 1,000 and the number of those still detained is more than 5,715. These are figures for Tibetans who died, are injured and still in detention throughout Tibet as of today.
Thirty Tibetans, including six monks, were sentenced in Lhasa on 29 April to imprisonment ranging from three years to life during a one-day show trial at the Intermediate People's Court of Lhasa. They are the first Tibetans sentenced for taking part in the protests which began in Tibet on 10 March. A monk, Pasang (Chinese: Basang), Sonam Tsering, a driver, and 30-year-old businessman, identified only as Tsering, were all sentenced to life. Two other monks were sentenced to 20 years and three others to 15 years.
Human Rights Watch (HRW) said on 30 April that contrary to Chinese claims the trials were not open and public and were based on secret evidence. According to HRW, the sentenced Tibetans were also denied their own lawyers. The Chinese lawyers who had offered to defend them were threatened by the authorities in Beijing and were forced to withdraw, demonstrating the lack of fair trial standards. Observers regularly find Chinese criminal procedural law to be ineffective and abusive of the right to fair trial and particularly the right to appeal.
We are outraged by these bogus trials and the harshness of the sentences handed down. We are also is extremely concerned about the thousands of Tibetans who have been arrested since the protests began. Any prison sentence can amount to a death sentence in Tibet where torture of political prisoners is well documented. 
We express our dismay at the unfair trials and our concern for the thousands of Tibetans arbitrarily detained throughout Tibet who are awaiting such trials.
We therefore demand an investigation into the standards of evidence used, access to the sentenced prisoners to ascertain whether they were tortured in detention, and the inclusion of international observers at appeals, which should be provided to all in accordance to international procedures.
The Chinese armed forces in their attempt to wipe out any kind of evidence related to the recent protests in Tibet are burning all the dead bodies of people who have been killed since the March 14 protest in Tibet. This is a terrible offence to the relatives who are not even able to perform their Buddhist rituals for the deceased. On 28th March, around 83 corpses were burnt altogether in an electrical crematorium, which was built by the Chinese government a few years back in Toelung Dechen county under Lhasa Municipality. 
Moreover, some eyewitness accounts confirmed that on March 17, dead bodies were seen in two army trucks near a petrol pump located towards the west of Lhasa. Due to a heavy traffic jam around this petrol pump, a few Tibetans reported having seen blood discharges from the two trucks that were carrying dead bodies. In addition to this, there are more reports of dead bodies being transported to Toelung Dechen County in army trucks. 
Many Tibetans who have been injured since the start of the protests in Tibet continue to die in People’s Hospital with no immediate medical care. We received an eye witness report from a Tibetan man who was imprisoned in Lhasa during the protest that all prisoners were bound with ropes and thrown on to the floor of cells.The prisoners were further weakened by the lengthy denial of food.  
The director of the Tibetan Refugee Centre in Dharamsala wrote the following on 29 April:
“At present we have only 17 new arrival refugees at the centre. Since 10 March 2008 we are not receiving the new refugees from Tibet because of following reasons:
1) The Chinese Government has deployed lots of arm force on the Nepal and Tibet border and also into Nepal to stop all the borders and to have special observation on the new refugees. 
2) Even in Tibet itself no Tibetan is allow to move from one village to another. 
3) In Tibet the Chinese official frequently visit to the Tibetan people's house to check the family member's record. 
The situation inside Tibet becomes very critical at the moment, according to the information we are getting from Tibet the Chinese government has stop supplying food and water to the monasteries and all the monasteries are surrounded by arm force with guns and tanks. Besides that monks are facing heavy tortured by the Chinese police. 
Those Tibetan who been arrested for doing peaceful demonstration against the Chinese rule have been taken away to the remote place around Chinese border and put in the mud cave (where brick materials are taking out) in a very congested way and they couldn't even find a space to sit. In the beginning they were provided with very salty rice porridge and make them feel very thirsty. Later they have been stop providing any food and water, and then Chinese authorities told the Tibetan prisoner that now you can die according to your choice. Many are dying without food and water and heard they are drinking their own urine out of thirsty. 
One group of Tibetan prisoners are imprisoned in the remote desert area. It’s a very sad moment for our Tibet.”
Judging from the information available to us regarding the scale of the ongoing human rights violations against the Tibetan people, it is imperative that the Human Rights Council as the principal human rights organ of the United Nations take urgent measures by convening a special session to address the current situation in China. 
We therefore call upon the UN Human Rights Council to hold a Special Session on the current human rights situation in the Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR) and the Tibetan Autonomous Prefectures in the Chinese provinces of Qinghai, Gansu, Sichuan and Yunnan.
China must re-admit foreign press immediately who should have freedom to move about without minders and censorship, China has to keep the promise it made to allow foreign journalists free movement around the whole of China in the run-up to the Olympics. China must cease the present crackdown, release all those detained and provide names of all those detained. 
Please refer to the following sites to learn more about the present situation in Tibet: www.tibet.net, www.stoptibetcrisis.net, www.tchrd.org, www.phayul.com.
Thank you very much for your attention to this extremely urgent appeal.
Yours sincerely,





